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Using OpenSSH in Windows 10 
 
As a client  

1. Install the optional feature OpenSSH Client (or make sure it is installed). Go to Settings > Apps > 
Apps &features > Manage optional features. If it is already installed, it will show up in the list 
now on screen. If not, click “Add a feature” at the top and scroll down to find and install it.  
 

 



2 
 

Brandeis University Chris Armstrong July 9, 2019 

 
 

2. Open the Windows app “command prompt” 
3. Type ssh followed a space and then the user and address you are trying to connect to. Some 

examples: ssh localhost (connects to one’s own computer), ssh chris@129.64.135.126 
(connecting to Chris’s account at said ip address).  

4. Most likely, the “authenticity of host” won’t be established. Continue connecting anyways by 
typing “yes” if the host is trusted.  

5. Type in the password. 
6. Done. You are now in the command prompt (aka terminal) of the computer you connected to.  

 

 
 
To setup an SSH Server 

1. Install the optional feature OpenSSH Server. Go to Settings > Apps > Apps &features > Manage 
optional features. Click “Add a feature” at the top and scroll down to find and install it.1  

                                                           
1 If OpenSSH Server does not install within a minute or two, restarting the computer can help.  

Connecting to 
a raspberry pi 
via SSH 
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2. Open Microsoft services by pressing Win+R (the windows key and the R key simultaneously). 
Type in services.msc and click “OK.” This launches a window displaying the services available on 
the computer.  
 

 
 

3. Scroll down to find the service “OpenSSH SSH Server.” Right click on the service and select start 
or double click it and press start. When it is running, the status column will say “Running.”2 
 

 
 

4. Done. The server is now active and can be connected to by external computers.  
 

                                                           
2 One can also change it to start on start up (or other options) by right clicking and selecting “properties” 
(properties will also open if the service is double clicked). Under the “general” tab, change the startup 
type as desired.  


